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Una encuesta del Gibraltar Chronicle predice una victoria electoral aplastante 
para la coalición GSLP/Liberales en Gibraltar 

Basado en un artículo del diario Gibraltar Chronicle de hoy 

Gibraltar, 7 de octubre de 2014 

Si se celebraran elecciones generales hoy, Fabián Picardo y la coalición GSLP/Liberales lograrían una 
clara victoria con el 60% de los sufragios, frente a un un 40% de previsión de votos para la actual 
oposición GSD, según los resultados de una encuesta postal realizada por el Gibraltar Chronicle 
publicados en su edición de hoy. 

El sondeo también refleja que mientras Picardo puede estar seguro del apoyo de sus votantes, el 
electorado del GSD se encuentra tremendamente dividido sobre el liderazgo en su partido y señalan 
a Sir Peter Caruana, antes que a Daniel Feetham, como el hombre que querrían ver como Ministro 
Principal.  

La encuesta permite a Picardo sentirse tranquilo en cuanto al apoyo de los gibraltareños sobre su 
gestión de las relaciones con España, especialmente entre sus partidarios, pero resulta poco 
esperanzadora para aquellos políticos que pretendan reemplazar a Picardo en el Nº6 de Convent 
Place.  

Si se incluye a los indecisos y a los votantes que querrían otras formaciones políticas en el poder, la 
intención de voto sería: GSLP/Liberales 49% y GSD 32%. El restante 19% iría a la intención de voto a 
otros partidos o a votantes indecisos 

Esta intención de voto le demuestra a Picardo que el ‘nuevo’ GSLP ha fortalecido considerablemente 
su posición desde las últimas elecciones generales. En el plano personal, entre sus propios votantes, 
Picardo cosecha un 88% de aprobación, frente al 3,5% de Joe Bossano y también de Joseph García. 

Para el líder de la oposición, Daniel Feetham, quien heredó el GSD tras la derrota –que dio fin a 16 
años en el poder de Sir Peter Caruana–, el resultado es el reflejo de un partido que aún lucha por la 
recuperación y la consolidación. 

Para el sondeo se distribuyeron 1.000 formularios de encuesta a hogares en Gibraltar. El porcentaje 
de respuesta ha sido del 24%, similar a sondeos anteriores, donde el pico de respuesta llegó hasta el 
30%. 

Entre las respuestas recibidas, casi un 20% decidió no valorar a los políticos activos en este 
momento. El sondeo además preguntaba como votarían en unas elecciones generales que se 
celebraran en este momento y ofrecía como posibles respuestas GSLP/Liberales, GSD y NS/NC. 
También se formularon preguntas acerca de a quién querrían ver como futuro Ministro Principal. 
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Esta pregunta es la que más irritó a los políticos cuando vieron el sondeo. Algunos de la lista son 
diputados actuales y otros son figuras políticas no activas de perfil relevante. Sus egos serán 
ensalzados o tocados por el resultado. Con todo,  a estas alturas aún se desconoce el cartel electoral 
de candidaturas para unas elecciones generales. 
La valoración de los políticos sobre los que se consultó fue la siguiente: Fabián Picardo 47%, Sir Peter 
Caruana 21%, Peter Montegriffo (no activo) 11,3%, Daniel Feetham 8,5%, Joseph García 2%, Joe 
Bossano 1,5%, Keith Azopardi (no activo) 1% y Damon Bossino 0,5%. El restante 7,2% prefirió no 
contestar. 
La valoración, teniendo en cuenta la intención de voto del consultado, ofreció el siguiente resultado: 
entre los votantes de su partido GSLP, Picardo encabeza ampliamente con un 88%, seguido por 
García y Bossano con un 3,5% cada uno. Los votantes del GSD colocaron a Sir Peter Caruana al frente 
con un 50,5%, seguido por el actual líder de la oposición, Daniel Feetham, con un 24,5% y Peter 
Montegriffo (no activo) con un 12% y NS/NC con 8%. 
 
Este resultado es clave para el GSD en su aproximación a las primeras elecciones tras la derrota de 
2011. El incremento de la intención de voto para la alianza gobernante GSLP/Liberales es lo que se 
esperaría habitualmente para un gobierno en su primera legislatura; sin embargo, la gran diferencia 
de intención de voto y la buena opinión sobre Picardo son claros indicadores de que la ‘vieja guardia’ 
del GSLP ya no está al timón.  
 
El efecto que esta encuesta pueda tener sobre el liderazgo del GSD es incierto a poco más de un año 
vista de las elecciones y más cuando por parte del ejecutivo actual puede haber una gran tentación 
de anticiparlas a mayo del próximo año para consolidar la posición del gobierno frente al sostenido y 
creciente desafío de España al futuro político y económico de Gibraltar. 
 
Los votantes de la alianza GSLP/Liberales apoyan la política del Gobierno hacia España 
La pregunta sobre las relaciones con España ilustra la división en el espectro político gibraltareño. 
Mientras que el Ministro Principal, Fabián Picardo, puede estar contento con el hecho de que el 88% 
de sus votantes, según el sondeo del Chronicle, son de la opinión de que el Gobierno está 
gestionando bien las relaciones con España, solo un 54% del electorado global es de la misma 
opinión. Del muestreo total, un 37% piensa que el Gobierno gestiona mal las relaciones con España y 
un 9% no sabe o no contesta. De quien muestra intención de voto hacia el GSD, el 77% opina que el 
Gobierno gestiona mal las relaciones con España mientras que un 18% piensa que sí están bien 
gestionadas. 
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Sondeo postal a 1.000 votantes, respuesta del 24% (igual al 1,1% del electorado 
activo de 21.700 personas en las elecciones de 2011) , margen de error +/- 1% 
basado en resultados de sondeos comparables de años anteriores 

Pregunta 
General 

sin NS/NC 
General 

Votantes 
GSLP/Lib 

Votantes  
GSD 

          Si se celebraran elecciones hoy, ¿a 
qué partido votaría?         

GSLP/Liberales 60 49     

GSD 40 32     

NS/NC, otros   19     

 Total  100 100     

     ¿Cuál de los siguientes políticos 
querría ver como próximo 
Ministro Principal?         

Fabían Picardo   47 88   

Joseph García   2 3,5   

Joe Bossano   1,5 3,5   

Keith Azopardi   1     

Daniel Feetham   8,5   24,5 

Sir Peter Caruana   21   50,5 

Damon Bossino   0,5     

Peter Montegriffo   11,3   12 

NS/NC   7,2   8 

Otros     5 5 

 Total   100 100 100 

          ¿Cómo cree que el Gobierno ha 
gestionado las relaciones con 
España?         

Bien? 59 54 88 18 

Mal? 41 37   77 

NS/NC   9 12 5 

 Total  100 100 100 100 
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Nota a redactores: 
  
Esta es una traducción realizada por la Oficina de Información de Gibraltar. Algunas palabras no se 
encuentran en el documento original y se han añadido para mejorar el sentido de la traducción. El 
texto válido es el original en inglés. 
  
Para cualquier ampliación de esta información, rogamos contacte con  
Oficina de Información de Gibraltar 
  
Miguel Vermehren, Madrid, miguel@infogibraltar.com, Tel 609 004 166 
Sandra Balvín, Campo de Gibraltar, sandra@infogibraltar.com, Tel 661 547 573 
  
Web: www.infogibraltar.com, web en inglés: www.gibraltar.gov.gi/press-office  
Twitter: @InfoGibraltar 
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Bringing the ‘Ice 
Age’ in  Europe alive
See page 4

A ‘proud moment’ for 
the Royal Gibraltar 
Regiment See pages 8 & 9

 Europa 
incident man 
lied to police

Prison for 
Rock knife 
muggers

Picardo set to lead GSLP/Liberals 
to landslide victory - poll

by Cristina Cavilla

Two local men who threatened 
an elderly tourist with knives 
then mugged him as he walked 
up Devil’s Gap Steps have been 
handed lengthy jail sentences. 

The “ring-leader” Peter 
Macias, 29, received a fi ve year 
prison sentence and his accom-
plice Ryan Cattini, 21, was sen-
tenced to four years and three 
months. 

During yesterday’s sentenc-
ing hearing, the Supreme Court 
heard how the pair accosted 
the 67-year old man in the 
Upper Rock area on September 
4, 2013. 

Macias donned a balaclava 
while Cattini kept the hood 
of  his jacket up as they bran-
dished knives and a wooden 
stick and demanded that the 
man hand over his possessions. 

The victim handed over 
his rucksack and wallet con-
taining £760, credit cards, an
(Continued on page 3)

by Cristina Cavilla 

A local man who sustained a 
gunshot wound in a fi rearms 
incident at Europa Point yes-
terday pleaded guilty to at-
tempting to pervert the course 
of  justice. 

Mark Galia, 38, of  Sea Daffodil 
House in Waterport Terraces, 
has now pleaded guilty to all 
the charges against him relat-
ing to the January 2013 inci-
dent including nine counts of
(Continued on page 3) 

UK Ambassador on unprecedented 
visit as tensions rise ahead of UN

TAKING A LOOK:  Simon Manley, Britain’s ambassador to Spain, is pictured above, left, alongside 
Sir Julian King, the newly appointed Director General for Economic and Consular issues at the 
Foreign Offi ce. This is the fi rst time that a serving British ambassador has visited the Rock, at least 
in modern times. “I don’t think you should read too much into it,” Mr Manley said.

by Brian Reyes

Britain’s ambassador to Spain 
was despatched to Gibraltar yes-
terday to accompany a senior 
Foreign Offi ce offi cial on a two-
day visit that signals the British 
Government’s growing discon-
tent with Spain’s stance toward 
the Rock.

This is the fi rst time that 
a serving British ambassa-
dor to Madrid has travelled to 
Gibraltar, at least in modern 
times, according to The Convent. 

Ambassador Simon Manley 
played down the signifi cance of  
his visit and told reporters: “I 
don’t think you should read too 
much into it.”

But the presence in Gibraltar 
of  Britain’s ambassador to Spain 
is certain to rankle with authori-
ties in Madrid.
(Continued on page 21)

by Dominique Searle

If  an election were held today 

Fabian Picardo and the GSLP/
Liberal alliance which he leads 
would romp home with a land-

slide 60% to 40% win against the 
GSD. That is according to the re-
sults of  a postal poll carried out 
by the Gibraltar Chronicle. 

But the poll also refl ects that 
whilst Mr Picardo holds a clear 
dominance in his support, the 
GSD supporters are hugely di-
vided over their leadership with 
former leader Sir Peter Caruana 
remaining as the man they 
would most like to see as their 
Chief  Minister.

The poll brings some reassur-
ance to Mr Picardo over his han-
dling on the relationship with 
Spain, mostly from his own sup-
porters, but brings little comfort 
to politicians hoping to get their 

feet under Mr Picardo’s desk at 
No 6 Convent Place.

If  one includes the undecided 
(Continued on page 21)
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GSD renews 
concerns 
over legal aid 
spending
The Opposition has again 
challenged the Gibraltar 
Government on its handling of  
legal aid reform, asking why 
it has taken so long to cap the 
amounts that lawyers handling 
complex cases can get paid.

The GSD has centred much of  
its criticism on the bill for the 
Marrache trial, arguing that 
there should have been greater 
control on the spending in that 
case from the outset.

The government’s new reform 
limits the amount of  taxpayer 
funding available for complex 
cases of  this nature, something 
that was not the case when the 
rules were amended two years 
ago to provide uplifted legal aid 
for fraud trials. 

The government has argued 
that the change it introduced 
two years ago followed legal 
advice in the face of  a court 
challenge fi led by one of  the 
Marrache brothers.

“The question is: why didn’t 
they introduce those limita-
tions in 2012?” the Opposition 
asked. 

“Surely the minister cannot 
expect people to believe that 
in order to ensure the fair trial 
of  four defendants, those lim-
its could not have been intro-
duced in 2012 but that the same 
logic no longer applied to other 
defendants in either complex 
fraud trials or other criminal 
cases.”

The GSD’s position in relation 
to the timings and effects of  the 
changes to the legal aid rules 
in both 2012 and last week that 
they were designed to ensure 
the Marrache brothers received 
‘gold-plated’ defence at taxpay-
ers’ expense.

Although the GSD did not 
clarify why it believed the 
government would favour the 
Marrache brothers, it said “all 
members of  the Opposition 
share the view” that it did. 

“The minister for Justice’s 
suggestion that the Opposition 
may be split on the issue is 
about as true as it is politically 
genuine but that is to be expect-
ed,” it said.

In its statement, the GSD re-
jected the government’s criti-
cism of  Opposition MP Selwyn 
Figueras and said it had chosen 
‘to play the man and not the 
ball’.

Mr Figueras said he would 
not ‘stoop’ to the government’s 
‘gutter-level politics’ and would 
instead continue to focus on the 
issue. He said the core point 
was that as a result of  changes 
brought about by the GSLP/
Liberal government in 2012, 
Gibralar footed an overall legal 
bill of  millions of  pounds.

“Since the Minister for 
Justice lost his stewardship 
of  the Ministry for Financial 
Services, he clearly has plenty 
of  time on his hands to fi nd 
new and innovative ways to 
avoid taking responsibility for 
his government’s policy,” Mr 
Figueras said.

“The government is seeking 
to rely on advice that only they 
have the benefi t of  having seen 
and which we are being asked to 
accept at face value.” 

“The minister fails, however, 
to explain why the Government 
now considers that a limit on 
fees payable in exceptionally 
complex cases is acceptable to-
day but how or why that wasn’t 
the case in 2012.”

Morocco jails briton 
for ‘gay acts’

 Hearing delays 
over interpreter  

 Drug 
traffi cking 
charges 
A local man has been arrested 
and charged on suspicion of  
drug traffi cking after he was al-
legedly caught by Drug Squad 
offi cers in possession of  over 45 
grams of  cocaine. 

Ernest Ullger, a 46-year old 
rope handler of  Schomberg 
Estate was arrested on Friday 
October 3, in the area of  Laguna 
Estate when he was allegedly 
found in possession of  46 wrap-
pers containing 45.5 grams of  
Cocaine.

He was subsequently charged 
with possession and possession 
with intent to supply the 45.5 
grams of  Class ‘A’ drugs. 

Mr Ullger appeared before the 
Magistrates Court yesterday 
where he was bailed out in the 
sum of  £5,000 on his own recog-
nizance until October 13. 

Graceanne Gear appeared for 
the Crown. 

by Cristina Cavilla 

The case against a 17-year 
old Moroccan boy accused of  
wounding with intent following 
a stabbing at Commonwealth 
Park last month has suffered 
further delays after the courts 
again failed to arrange an inter-
preter for him. 

The boy, who cannot be 
named, was arrested on 
September 12, charged and kept 
in police cells over the weekend. 

He does not reside locally and 
does not speak any English. 

The boy was due to appear at 
the Magistrates Court on the 
following Monday but that had 
to be adjourned to the following 
day as the courts were unable 
to arrange an Arabic translator 
for him so that he could under-

stand what  was being said. 
Matters were only able to pro-

ceed that day after a postpone-
ment of  several hours to fi nd an 
interpreter. 

All the while the boy has been 
kept on remand at HM Windmill 
Hill prison. 

Yesterday Puisne Judge 
Karen Prescott said she was not 
prepared to proceed without an 
interpreter. 

She said: “The Registry was 
under the impression that an 
interpreter would be coming 
but there seems to have been a 
mix up.” 

The matter will now be heard 
tomorrow. 

The boy is represented by 
Francis Borastero Porter and 
Mark Zammitt appeared for the 
Crown.  

A holidaymaker from Kent has 
been jailed in Morocco for being 
gay, according to his family.

Ray Cole, from Deal, was ar-
rested by police in the Muslim 
country for “homosexual acts” 
and was last week imprisoned 
for four months, his son said.

The family of  the 70-year-
old, who came out as gay a few 
years ago, have launched an in-
ternet campaign to demand his 
release and a number of  politi-
cians have urged the Moroccan 
authorities to act.

His son, Adrian Cole, said his 
father has been condemned to a 
“bleak” and overcrowded prison 
where he is forced to sleep on a 
concrete fl oor.

In a post on his Facebook 
page, he wrote: “Many of  you 
who know me will know that 
my father came out as gay a few 
years ago. He had been holiday-
ing in Morocco with a Moroccan 
friend and sadly has been ar-
rested and charged with being 
gay.”

“He has now been sentenced 
to four months in the central 
prison in Marrakech. Life is 
pretty bleak in there, they are 
served boiled vegetables once 
a day and his cell is a dorm 
designed to sleep 44, however 
since there are 60 men in there, 
my 70-year-old father sleeps on 
the concrete fl oor.”

“The prison does not segre-
gate, so he is sharing with mur-
derers, rapists, paedophiles etc. 
We have been working with the 
foreign and common wealth of-
fi ce, but of  course they cannot 
change the law.”

“What we can do though is 
make this an embarrassment 
for the Moroccan authorities, 

this country produces nothing, 
they rely on tourists, like my 
father.”

“They then decide to judge 
you and your life and may or 
may not treat you in this fash-
ion.”

It is understood that when 
Mr Cole was arrested police 
searched his phone and found 
photographs which they used 
to prosecute him in court.

Charlie Elphicke, 
Conservative MP for Dover, 
branded the charges “medie-
val” and said it showed British 
tourists are not safe in Morocco.

He said: “I have been doing 
all I can to help free Mr Cole 
from these appalling charges. I 
am deeply concerned about his 
safety and it is clear that if  you 
visit Morocco you are at seri-
ous risk of  facing trumped up 
charges for medieval crimes.”

“The message is clear 
- Morocco is not safe for British 
tourists.”

“I am gravely concerned by 
the state of  Moroccan prisons, 
and the care and the safety he 
will have in jail.”

“I’m raising it with ministers, 
asking them to intervene more 
directly on his behalf. It is a 
shocking and appalling situa-
tion for a British national to be 
in, and it is really important to 
get him back to the UK.”

A #freeraycole hashtag has 
been set up on Twitter and a 
Facebook page has also been set 
up calling for Mr Cole’s release.

A Foreign and Commonwealth 
Offi ce spokeswoman said: “We 
can confi rm the detention of  a 
British national in Morocco. We 
are providing consular assis-
tance.”

The Foreign Offi ce website 
states that homosexuality is a 
criminal offence in Morocco.

It states: “Sexual relations 
outside marriage are also pun-
ishable by law.”

Former deputy speaker of  the 
House of  Commons Nigel Evans 
lashed out at the “archaic” law 
that has sent Mr Cole to prison.

The Conservative MP 
for Ribble Valley called 
on Morocco to release Mr Cole, a 
retired magazine publisher who 
was imprisoned last Thursday 
alongside Mr Jam Wald Nass.

Mr Evans, a gay MP, told 
PinkNews: “I am astounded 
that Ray Cole has been convict-
ed of  homosexual acts.”

“I have been to Morocco on 
a few occasions and I fi nd it 
a lovely, and vibrant country. 
Morocco attracts thousands of  
UK visitors every year and a 
fair whack of  them will be gay.”

“I deplore the fact that Mr 
Cole is spending any time in a 
jail there. I call upon MPs from 
Morocco to look again at the 
way they are treating gay peo-
ple.”

“Do they really want their 
country associated with such 
archaic laws, and do they re-
ally think it is wise to lock 
someone up for four months 
for something that is legal in 
so many countries around the 
world?”

“As a gay MP who sits with so 
many other gay MPs in the UK I 
will be writing to the Moroccan 
ambassador and asking her to 
convey to His Majesty a plea 
from the gay community in the 
UK to release this man in order 
that he can return to the UK as 
soon as possible.”
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 CHARTaction

 TVnews

Ezra reaches 
album chart 
summit
George Ezra is at number 

one on the Offi cial Albums 
Chart with his debut Wanted 
On Voyage, 14 weeks after its 
initial release. After trailing 
Jamie T’s Carry On The 
Grudge midweek, Wanted On 
Voyage - which includes top 10 
singles Budapest and Blame 
It On Me - has pushed ahead 
to score Ezra his fi rst number 
one. He told Offi cialCharts.com: 
“It’s amazing that, over three 
months since my album came 
out, not only is it still in the 
top 10 but it’s gone to number 
one. Thank you so much to 
everyone that has bought it - I 
hope you’re having as much fun 
listening to it as I had making 
it. Keep your pecker up and all 
the very best!”
Wanted On Voyage has not 
once left the top 10 since its 
release back in June and this 
week spends its 11th week in 
the top fi ve. It ended the week 
over 10,000 copies ahead of  
Jamie T’s offering, which is at 
number four. Carry On The 
Grudge maintains its position 
as this week’s highest new entry 

Vorderman is fl ying high
by Keeley Bolger,                
Press Association 

The Daily Mirror Pride Of  
Britain Awards is on ITV 
tonight. This is one thing 

television personality Carol 
Vorderman could not give up 
hosting and which celebrates 
ordinary people’s extraordinary 
achievements. This year’s 
will be televised tonigtht and, 
typically, the awards, which 
started in 1999, feature a range 
of  inspiring stories, from people 
who’ve raised substantial 
amounts of  money for charity, 
to those who’ve defi ed all odds 
to do something incredible. 
During the ceremony, the 
winners collect their award 
from a celebrity. Although 
she holds her emotions in 
check on the big night (“It is a 
celebration”), Carol Vorderman 
found herself  on the other side 
of  the fence when she went as 
a guest to the Pride Of  Ireland 
Awards in Dublin recently.
“I was sitting at the table... 
tears, napkins and mascara... 
everything going on, I was a 
wreck!” she says, laughing. “I 
ended up in a bar talking to 
the real Philomena [Lee, whose 
child was adopted without her 
consent from a Catholic Abbey 
for unwed mothers; the story 
became the basis of  a book and 

then a movie in 2013] at midnight, 
and that started me off  again.” 
The night ended on a positive 
note, when she teamed up with 
Westlife singer Shane Filan and 
sang the band’s ballads until 4am. 
“That’s Dublin for you!”
Being part of  the annual awards 
is a good reminder to count her 
blessings. The show does really 
make you feel differently about 
people. 
“It’s quite a jolt, actually,” she 
says. 
“I try not to be suckered into 
thinking about the bad bits [in 
life] and, ‘Oh, that hasn’t worked 

out for me’. I’ve never been a diva. 
Ever. I can’t bear people who are, 
but there is a little bit of  that in 
the industry, showbiz, if  you like, 
so I think it pulls people up short 
when they come [to the awards] 
and they’re in the audience.”
As for Vorderman, her fondness 
for Pride Of Britain is quite 
simple. “I love meeting the 
winners and their families,” she 
says. “Quite a lot of  the winners 
have seen Pride Of Britain, 
because it’s been on for so long 
now. And they know I care about 
it, so it’s not like we’re turning 
up, taking the money and 
running. I love it. 
“It’s a celebration, and that’s 
key.” 
Vorderman couldn’t join the RAF 
as a teenager but now, 40 years 
after her youthful ambitions to 
train as a pilot were quashed, 
the mum-of-two is training for 
her solo fl ight around the world 
next year. Equally exciting, her 
22-year-old daughter Katie - who 
recently gained a fi rst in physics 
at Cambridge University, where 
she is now doing her Master’s 
- is also completing her RAF 
training. Recently, the presenter, 
who made her name as Channel 
4’s resident mathematical whizz 
on Countdown, a position she 
held for 26 years until 2008, took 
to the skies to meet Katie for 
lunch in Cambridge.

and gives Jamie T his third 
top fi ve album. Up one place to 
number two is Sam Smith’s In 
The Lonely Hour, followed by Ed 
Sheeran’s X, up three places to 
three. X was confi rmed by the 
Offi cial Charts Company this 
week as the biggest selling artist 
album of  2014. Rounding out the 
top fi ve is Barbara Streisand’s 
duets album Partners. Oasis are 
at number seven with (What’s 
The Story) Morning Glory. The 
album re-enters the top 10 for 
the fi rst time in 18 years today 
thanks to a deluxe reissue. 
Meanwhile, on the Offi cial 
Singles Chart, Meghan Trainor 
is at number one with her debut 
single All About That Bass, and 
it is one of  the fastest sellers of  
the year so far.
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UK Ambassador on 
unprecedented visit as 
tensions rise ahead of UN
(Continued from front page)

The visit comes against the 
background of  fresh tension 
at sea and includes a trip into 
British Gibraltar territorial 
waters on board a Royal Navy 
patrol boat, before the two men 
depart overland this morning 
by crossing the border.

Implicit in that itinerary is 
Britain’s position on the sov-
ereignty of  the waters and its 
belief  that the border between 
Gibraltar and Spain should be 
free fl owing.

“We are EU citizens crossing 
a border,” Mr Manley said. “We 
fl ew in but we’ll be leaving nor-
mally.”

Mr Manley said the meetings 
would help him to have a bet-
ter understanding of  an issue 
that has cropped up repeatedly 
since he became ambassador in 
October last year.

“It’s really good to see the 
issues at fi rst hand, to under-
stand them better,” he told the 
Chronicle. 

“I think it enables me to pro-
tect the interests of  Gibraltar 
in Spain more effectively.” 

“And it’s good to see the eco-
nomic potential, not just for 
Gibraltar but for all the people 
of  the surrounding area.”

“This could be the most ex-
traordinary arc of  prosperity 
if  we could fi nd ways to move 
from confrontation to coopera-
tion.”

TENSE CONTEXT
Mr Manley and his boss Sir 

Julian King, the newly ap-
pointed Director General for 
Economic and Consular issues 
at the Foreign Offi ce, arrived 
in Gibraltar as the British 
Government took Spain to task 
over an incursion on Sunday in 
which a Spanish oceanograph-
ic vessel was involved in a dan-
gerous incident with a Royal 
Navy patrol boat.

Britain’s Europe Minister 
David Lidington telephoned 
his Spanish counterpart, 
Gonzalo de Benito, to ex-
press grave concern over the 
Spanish ship’s actions, which 
he described as ‘irresponsible 
and dangerous’.

The oceanographic ship 
Angeles Alvariño, operated by 
the Spanish Oceanographic 
Institute, entered British 
Gibraltar territorial waters 
south of  the lighthouse on 
Sunday afternoon and was de-
ploying sonar equipment.

Vessels from the Royal 
Navy’s Gibraltar Squadron, 
the Gibraltar Defence Police 
and the Royal Gibraltar Police 
deployed to the scene and at-
tempted to prevent the ship 
from carrying out survey 
work.

During those manoeuvres, 
one of  the Royal Navy’s vessels 
suffered a glancing blow from 
the heavy sonar kit, in what 
one source with close knowl-
edge of  the events described 
as “an incident that could have 

ended in catastrophe”.
Mr Lidington’s rebuke to 

his Spanish counterpart was 
couched in more diplomatic 
language, but was nonetheless 
stern.

“The irresponsible actions 
and dangerous manoeuvring 
of  this vessel were not only 
unlawful but also presented a 
signifi cant risk to the safety of  
Royal Navy personnel at sea,” 
Mr Lidington later said. 

“Under no circumstanc-
es should Spanish vessels 
be provoking a situation 
that could result in seri-
ous injury or a fatality.” 
“The waters around Gibraltar 
are indisputably British. We 
will continue to take whatever 
action we consider necessary 
to uphold British sovereignty 
and the interests of  Gibraltar, 
its people, its security and 
economy.”

Spain’s Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs said Sr de Benito 
used the phone call with Mr 
Lidington to repeat Spain’s tra-
ditional position on the waters, 
which does not recognise UK 
jurisdiction over the territorial 
waters around the Rock.

“What the UK classes as ‘il-
legal incursions’ in what it de-
scribes as ‘British territorial 
waters’ are nothing but routine 
operations by Spanish ships in 
Spanish waters,” the statement 
said.

“Spain has no doubt about 
the limits of  its territory and as 
such, as occurred in this case, 
Spanish ships will continue to 
carry out their duty in Spanish 
waters in the same way as has 
happened since time immemo-
rial.”

CONDEMNATION
Last night the Gibraltar 

Government condemned what 
it described as Spain’s contin-
ued attempt ‘to uselessly chal-
lenge and to undermine’ UK 
sovereignty in a ‘reckless and 
dangerous’ manner.

It said that more ‘effective 
and robust’ actions were need-
ed ‘at different levels’ to put an 
end to such incursions. 

“Gibraltar continues to be at 
the receiving end of  Spanish 
bullying and harassment,” 
Chief  Minister Fabian Picardo 
said. 

“Her Majesty’s Government 
of  Gibraltar takes a very se-
rious view of  this incident. 
In seeking to undermine UK 
sovereignty Spain is behaving 
in a reckless and dangerous 
manner which does not befi t a 
NATO ally and an EU partner.” 

Mr Picardo said he would 
highlight the incident during 
his address to the UN’s Fourth 
Committee later this week “to 
ensure the whole world under-
stands the type of  activity that 
the Spanish Government en-
gages in.” 

“We should be engaged with 
Spain in dialogue as neigh-
bours, trying to improve peo-

ple’s lives by working together 
to enhance our respective econ-
omies.” 

“Instead we fi nd the Spanish 
Government intent on these 
childish provocations which 
achieve nothing.” 

“The waters around Gibraltar 
are as British after an incur-
sion of  this type as they were 
before. Nothing is achieved 
except needlessly risking mari-
ners’ lives and wasting pre-
cious euros on diesel.”

The incursion at sea fol-
lowed weekend reports that 
Britain is investigating wheth-
er two Spanish military jets 
illegally entered its airspace 
over Gibraltar last month.

A Foreign Offi ce statement 
said the department was inves-
tigating an incident involving 
two Spanish jets fl ying close to 
a commercial airliner that was 
coming in to land on September 
19. 

It said that Gibraltar’s air 
traffi c control ensured that the 
jets kept a safe distance from 
the airliner.

“We are continuing to exam-
ine the incident to ascertain 
whether it was within the law-
ful right of  passage, but this 
incursion did not represent an 
obvious exercise of  jurisdic-
tion,” the Foreign Offi ce state-
ment said.

ECONOMIC POTENTIAL
Yesterday Sir Julian and Mr 

King met with Chief  Minister 
Fabian Picardo, the leader 
of  the Opposition, Daniel 
Feetham, and various fi gures 
from across the political spec-
trum, as well as local business 
leaders.

The aim was to explore how 
the Foreign Offi ce can work ef-
fectively with the Gibraltarian 
authorities to support Gibraltar 
internationally and to fulfi l the 
Rock’s economic potential.

“It’s evident all around you,” 
said Mr King, a career diplomat 
who took up his new senior 
post in June. “It seems to be 
booming, which is excellent.”

Both men will leave Gibraltar 
today and travel to Málaga, 
where they will meet the British 
consular team before travelling 
to Madrid for meetings with 
Spanish authorities on matters 
unrelated to Gibraltar includ-
ing EU reform.

Yesterday, as he spoke to re-
porters between back-to-back 
meetings with senior fi gures 
in Gibraltar, Mr King refl ected 
on the incidents at sea and in-
sisted that Britain would not 
budge from its position.

“Whatever people feel about 
the rights and wrongs of  these 
incidents, we have a very clear 
position which we will give no 
ground on,” he said.

“Incidents that create risk 
and particularly those that 
might cause harm to people 
are deeply regrettable, and we 
must do everything we can to 
avoid them.”
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and people who would prefer to see 
some other party on offer then the 
vote divides GSLP/Liberals 49%, 
GSD 32% and others/don’t know 
19%.

The state of the parties however 
brings to Mr Picardo an indication 
that the ‘new’ GSLP, has further 
consolidated its position since the 
general election. Internally Mr 
Picardo personally secures 88% 
of the support within those voting 
for his alliance compared to the 
3.5% which Joe Bossano and Dr 
Joseph Garcia each hold individu-
ally in terms of popularity.

For Opposition leader Daniel 
Feetham, left holding the party af-
ter the defeat that followed 16 years 
of Sir Peter as Chief Minister the 
result refl ects a party still strug-
gling to recover and consolidate. 

The poll saw 1,000 forms dis-
tributed strategically throughout 
Gibraltar residences. The return 
as at closing yesterday was 1% be-
low the anticipated 25% threshold 
seen with previous similar polls 
that have peaked at 30% response.

Of the samples returned 20% of  
those polled were not decided on 
their feelings for the current par-
ties and politicians on offer. The 
poll asked how people would vote 
if an election were held now and 
were offered GSLP/Liberal alli-
ance, GSD, other, don’t know. They 
were also then asked the question 
that caused most upset with politi-
cians when they saw the poll ques-
tionnaire -  Who would you most 
like to see as Chief Minister? Some 
listed are currently MPs others are 
political fi gures often mooted and 
egos will be lifted or bruised by 
the outcome. However, the line-up 
for the next general election is not 
known at this stage.

The choice was Fabian Picardo, 
Joe Bossano, Daniel Feetham, 
Damon Bossino, Dr Joseph Garcia, 
Keith Azopardi, Peter Caruana, 
Peter Montegriffo and Don’t know.

Out of all those polled on this 
question the result was:  Fabian 
Picardo 47%, Peter Caruana 21%, 
Peter Montegriffo 11.3%, Daniel 
Feetham 8.5%, Don’t knows 7%, 
Dr Joseph Garcia 2%, Joe Bossano 
1.5%, Keith Azopardi 1% and 

Support for Spain’s ruling 
conservatives sinks - poll
Support for Spain’s centre-right 
People’s Party (PP) has sunk to its 
lowest level since its general elec-
tion victory in 2011, while support 
for new leftist party Podemos has 
risen, a poll showed on Sunday.

Spaniards have become in-
creasingly disenchanted with pol-
itics as unemployment, fraud and 
separatist tensions in Catalonia 
cloud a nascent economic re-
covery. This has taken its toll on 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s 
government, which has also lost 
enthusiasm from traditional con-
servative voters since it withdrew 
a controversial abortion law last 
month. 

Rajoy’s People’s Party (PP) 
would win 15.9 percent of  the vote 
if  elections were held now, about 
half  of  what polls showed it would 
win in 2011, the Metroscopia poll 
published in newspaper El Pais 
showed.

While support for Spain’s op-

position Socialists has ticked 
up to 20.7 percent versus 20.3 
in the same period, new leftist 
party Podemos has emerged as 
the country’s third largest politi-
cal force, gaining 14.3 percent of  
votes, the poll showed.

Led by university professor 
Pablo Iglesias, Podemos has 
plugged into discontent with big 
establishment parties, threaten-
ing an end to a two-party politi-
cal system that has dominated 
Spainsince its return to democ-
racy in the 1970s.

A poll that showed the PP and 
the Socialist parties winning 52 
percent of  the vote in 2011, at the 
height of  a fi nancial crisis that 
was threatening to push Spain 
into an international bailout, said 
they

would only capture about 37 
percent today.

Spain’s next general elections is 
due late next year.

Alliance voters 
back Govt 
policy on Spain
The question of  relations 
with Spain illustrates the di-
vide in the political spectrum 
of  Gibraltar. Whilst Chief  
Minister Fabian Picardo can 
draw comfort, according to the 
Chronicle poll,  from the fact 
that 88% of  his voters back the 
view that Government is han-
dling relations with Spain well, 
only 54% over the electorate (as 
refl ected in the poll) holds that 
view. Of  the total sample 37% 
think Government is handling 
relations with Spain badly and 
the remaining 9% don’t know. 
Of  GSD voters 77% think that 
the Government is handling 
relations with Spain badly and 
18% says these are handled 
well.

Damon Bossino 0.5%.
Within the party vote things 

changed a little. GSLP/Liberal al-
liance saw Mr Picardo with 88% 
of the vote whilst Dr Garcia and 
Mr Bossano each secured 3.5%. In 
the GSD camp Sir Peter Caruana 
leads with 50.5% followed by 
Mr Feetham at 24.5% and Mr 
Montegriffo at 12%, 8 % did not 
know.

The result will be seen as a key 
moment for the GSD as it heads 
for the fi rst general election after 
its 2011 defeat. The increase in the 
alliance vote is what would be ex-
pected in the fi rst term of a new 
government although its scale and 
the ascendance of Mr Picardo is a 
clear pointer to the fact that the 
‘old guard’ in that party no longer 
holds the reins.

What the effect on the GSD lead-
ership will be is uncertain but a 
general election becomes due in 
just over a year although there 
may be a great temptation to hold 
one as early as May to consolidate 
the government’s position in the 
face of the sustained and growing 
challenge from Spain to the econo-
my and Gibraltar’s political future.

Picardo set to lead GSLP/Liberals 
to landslide victory - poll
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